CHAPTER II
BRITISH  PRESSURE  ON JAPAN
(i) England Heads the League of Nations
England's clever diplomacy.
DURING the Chino-Japanese affair, Mr. Stimson, United
States Secretary of State, sent a wireless-telephone message,
at a cost of $45 for every three minutes, peremptorily telling
the League of Nations not to recognize Manchukuo, in the
formation of which the Nine-Power Treaty and the No-War
Pact had been violated. The Japanese people flared up and
retorted with 'Mind your own business'. But none of them
realized in the least that behind the scenes prompting
America was a clever actor called England.
'England influences 70 per cent of the League.'
'The leading part in the thirteen-to-one turn was played
by England.'
'England has let Japan down at the last moment. It is
mainly her fault that Japan has to withdraw from
the League/
The truth of these statements was not realized by the
Japanese delegates until later, until, in fact, it was too late.
So that the diplomacy of the British was clever.
John Bull's method of conducting his foreign affairs,
when his own major interests have not directly been affected,
and even when he has been acting in concert with another
Power against a common enemy, has always been to let
someone else bear the brunt, while he himself* all uncon-
cerned, has avoided making any sacrifices. But once it has
appeared to him that his interests are at stake, he has
sprung up fiercely enough to take a hand himself. That is
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